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Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome to the second half of the Autumn term! We hope you all had a lovely  
holiday and are looking forward to the exciting events over the next half term.  
 
I know that by working together we can make this term a happy and very productive one 
for your child, offering them interesting and challenging activities and experiences and 
ensuring that they make the best possible progress with their learning. 

 

Coming up this term we will be learning lots of new skills and knowledge linked to our topic–  

The Blue Abyss 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to have a word with me (the best time is at 
3.15 pm) - I will be happy to speak to you and/or make an  appointment for a more lengthy 
discussion. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 

Miss Whitney 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 

Let’s work 
together! 

 
 

Home & School 



This is what we are learning this half term! 
English Writing 

Throughout the term, children will develop their skills to enable them to write in a variety of styles. 
Over this half term, we will be writing to in the style of narrative and persuasion. Each lesson will 
develop our knowledge of a new writing skill or help us to consolidate skills we have already been 
introduced to, we will then apply these skills to a range of writing outcomes over the half term.  
Spelling 
The children take home ten spellings a week, they will receive these on a Monday and the spelling 
test will be on the following Monday. Please ensure your child can read and write these words by 
practising them at home. It might be a good idea to look at two spellings a night which will spread 
the time out across the week.  
Reading 
Reading is very important in all year groups and we encourage the children to read 5 times a week 
and get a grown up at home to record this in the children’s reading record. If your child reads ten 
times and is signed by an adult, they will receive a reward! Your child ’s weekly homework could be a 
reading task linked to work we have done in the classroom that week.  
Grammar  
The children will be learning lots of new vocabulary in Year 4 as they continue to build on their 
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. This will improve the children’s writing overall and will allow 
them to move through school with an in depth knowledge of writing.  
Punctuation 
The children will also look at basic punctuation including capital letters, full stops, commas,  
apostrophe’s, exclamation marks and question marks. However we will build on this and learn to  
include inverted commas, apostrophes for possession and use commas after fronted adverbials. 

 Maths Over this half term the children will start to look at multiplication. Within this they will learn to: 
 

 Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 

 Multiply 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number using a formal written layout 
 
Children will then move on to look at perimeter. Within this they will learn to: 

 Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure in cm and m 
 
The children will also be doing a lot of work on problem solving around number which will encourage 
them to read questions and choose the right operation for the question they have been asked.  
 
The children will also be continually encouraged to learn and recall their 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables. 
We will be focussing on the 7 times table this term. 

Geography In Geography, we are going to be learning all about water. We will use primary and secondary sources 
to learn about world weather patterns, how water is used around the world and we will investigate 
local and global water supplies. 
 

I.C.T In I.C.T, we will be learning to plan, test and amend more complex sequences of instructions for  
on-screen and floor turtles. 
We will also use computer game design software to plan, design and make our own multi-level game. 

R.E This half term we will be focusing on Christianity and Christmas journeys. We will look at the  
importance of Bethlehem to Christians, Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and key features of 
the nativity story. 
 

P.E This half term in PE we will be looking working to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and 
balance in gymnastics. 

Art/DT In art this term, the children are going to be looking the water colour paintings and will produce 
some seascapes in the style of famous artists. 
Children will mix colours and produce washes for backgrounds and then add detail while  
experimenting to create mood and feelings with the colours used. 

SOME REMINDERS 
 
Start of the day -The school gate opens at 8.45am and closes promptly at 9:00am.  
Please ensure you child comes in within these times as children arriving even a few 
minutes late can often take a long time to settle into the class and can miss  
learning opportunities. 
 
End of the day - School finishes at 3.15 pm. Please ensure that the children are picked 
up at this time and the school are aware if someone new is picking them up.  
 
Uniform - All children must wear grey or black trousers or skirts, a white or red  
polo-shirt, a red school jumper and black shoes.  We would be grateful if all items could 
be clearly named! Please also label hats, gloves, wellies and items of PE kit. Any items 
found will be kept in lost property until the end of half term– please feel free to have a 
look! If your child brings home another child’s item of clothing, please ensure that it is 
brought back into school the following day to ensure it is returned to its owner.  
 
Reading – All children will take a reading book home every day. Reading books should be 
returned everyday, even if it has not been finished, to ensure that the children make  
progress in their reading.  Children will change their own book when necessary. A shared 
reading session at  home is very valuable and rewarding.  You can write a comment or just 
a smiley face in your child’s Home-School Reading Record Book.  
 
Spelling– A list of ten spelling or sentences will be sent home every Monday. The  
children will be expected to read and learn these spelling, ready for their test on the 
following Monday. Please ensure that you help your child with this as spelling rules and 
patterns need to be embedded as soon as possible. It may be a good idea to work on two 
spellings a night in order to save time and have a focussed time on this. It would be  
useful to go over the spellings as much as possible to ensure your child is given the best 
opportunity in their reading and writing.   
 
PE – Year 4  have one PE lesson per week on a Thursday. Please ensure that your child 
has a full P.E. kit including comfortable, black plimsolls.  Also, during the winter months 
please provide your child with tracksuit bottoms as we may still go outside when it’s cold. 
No jewellery should be worn on P.E. days and long hair should be tied back. 
 
Coats -As the weather is changing and unpredictable all children MUST bring a coat 
every day as some our learning will take place outside even on cold days. 
 
Homework– Your child will get two pieces of homework per week– Maths and English. 
The homework will be sent out on a Wednesday and will be expected to be returned into 
school on the following Monday. Please ensure your child completes their homework as it 
allows their teacher to see what they can do independently. The  
children’s homework will relate to what they have been taught in school that week.   
 
Thank you for your continued support! 


