
Home & School 

The following items would be greatly received by the Foundation Stage 
team to enhance provision for the children particularly outdoors: 
 

 Junk modelling materials—boxes, tubes, cartons, bottles 

 Large cardboard boxes 

 Natural materials—shells, pebbles, glass beads 

 Plastic guttering  

 Tyres 

 Ropes 

 Bedding plants and wild flower seeds 

 Bread and milk crates 

 Large blankets 

 Old dressing up costumes 

 Old school uniform  

Let’s work together! 

Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents  
 
Welcome to the Summer term.  We hope you had a great  holiday and are looking  
forward to the exciting events ahead in Reception. 
 
We hope that by working together we can make this term a happy and very productive 
one for your child, offering them interesting and challenging activities and experiences 
and ensuing that they make the best possible progress with their learning. 
 
Coming up this term we will be learning lots of new skills and knowledge linked to our 
topic’. 

 
‘MiniBeasts and Seashore’ 

 
Children will be given opportunities to re-visit and consolidate skills that have  
already been taught. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to have a word with us (the best time is 
at 3.15 pm) - we will be happy to speak to you and/or make an  appointment for a more 
lengthy discussion. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
Mrs Houghton 
 
                               
                                                                                                                             
Please look inside  
 

Burnside Academy 
 



SOME REMINDERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Start of the day - We would be grateful if you would ensure that your child  
arrives on time for school. The Foundation Stage gate opens at 8.45am.  Children  
arriving even a few minutes late can often take a long time to settle into the class. On  entry 
to the setting your child can write their name or a simple sentence. 
 
End of the day - School finishes at 3.15 pm. Reception children must be  
collected by an adult.  Please inform us if someone new is collecting your child.  If they are 
unknown to us we will not allow your child to go with them. 
 
Uniform - We would be grateful if these could be clearly named!  Please also label hats, 
gloves, wellies and items of PE kit.  As the weather improves please ensure your child has a 
sunhat in school and that you apply suntan lotion before they come to school.  Any items 
found will be kept in the cloakroom until the end of half term – please feel free to have a 
look!  
 
Reading – Once your child can recognise sounds and blend them together to read words they 
will bring a reading book home.  A shared reading session at  home is very valuable and re-
warding.  Children will respond positively to ten or fifteen minutes ‘special reading time’ at 
home.  You can write a comment or just a smiley face in your child’s Home-School Reading 
Record Book.  Reading books should be returned every day to ensure that the children make 
progress in their reading.  Their reading book will be changed twice a week.  Please choose a 
library book daily from our Home Lending Library in the cloakroom and share these with 
your children at home.  
 
PE – Reception have one PE lesson per week on a Wednesday. Please ensure that your child 
has a full P.E. kit including black shorts, house team coloured t-shirt, tracksuit and trainers.    
During the summer term the majority of PE will be taught outdoors depending on the  
weather.  No jewellery should be worn on P.E. days and long hair should be tied back. 
 
Home Learning – Practising recognising sounds and words will ensure your child’s literacy 
skills progress. Supporting your child with these tasks is a chance for you to share your time 
and skills with your child and establish good home learning habits.  
 
 
 
 

This is what we are learning this term! 
 

 Personal, Social 
and Emotional  
Development 

 Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one 
another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ 
needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children. 

 

 Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities 
more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about 
their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They 
say when they do or don’t need help. 

 Communication 
and Language 

 Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately 
anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 
questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond appro-
priately, while engaged in another activity. 

 

 Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and 
‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events. 

 

 Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They 
use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have 
happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and 
explanations by connecting ideas or events. 

Literacy  Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode 
regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 
words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they 
have read. 

 

 Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken 
sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences 
which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and 
others are phonetically plausible. 

Mathematics  Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say 
which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and ob-
jects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find 
the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

 

 Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, dis-
tance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They 
recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. 

Understanding  
the World 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, mate-
rials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environ-
ment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of 
animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 

 Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and 
schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes. 

 Physical  
Development 

 Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. They 
move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They handle equipment 
and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

 Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing 
them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, ex-
perimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 


