
Year 1 Class Blog—Spring 1 

 

This half term has been an exciting and busy one, but one which we are so proud of how 
much progress and development we have seen in our Year 1 children!  

We have engaged in lots of exciting and enriching experiences to support us to develop 
holistically as well as academically. We can’t wait to share all of new learning with you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English: 

During our English lessons this half term we have been focusing on two stories to inspire and 
guide our learning; Harry and his Bucketful of Dinosaurs and Stomp Dinosaur Stomp!  

We have written a own version of the story recounting the information in a sequence. We 
learnt all about adjectives to support us to write descriptions of a character’s appearance, 
personality and emotions. Furthermore, we explored a range of verbs to identify more 
interesting choices to describe actions more accurately and engage our readers.  

Later in the half term, we explored writing techniques and features for report writing. We 
created reports linked to Velociraptors. We used our knowledge of varying adjectives and 
verbs to inform about and describe the Velociraptor. We looked at different features of 
this type of writing and developed some research skills to make our writing purposeful.   

We have really enjoyed our stories inspired by dinosaurs and the children really have 
engaged in their descriptive writing this half term when they had such fascinating subjects 
to explore! 

 



 

Science: 

This half term our Science focus is centred around plants. We have been busy learning all 
about how plants grow, the different parts of a plant, planting and monitoring growth of our 
own plants as well as learning how to identify and categorise different types of plants.  

We took the opportunity to go into the local area on a nature walk to observe a range of wild 
plants and collect some information on some of the plants we find most interesting; as well 
as to put all our learning into practice by identifying parts of real plants in our natural world. 

Maths: 

In Maths we have learnt all about place value within 20 as well as addition and subtraction 
within 20 and have become more confident with our counting skills to 50. We have practiced 
our counting forwards and backwards to support with adding on and taking away as  well as 
revising ordering and comparing numbers using the symbols < = > but using number sentences. 

We have explored number using different representations through physical resources, 
pictures and writing numbers. Furthermore, we have all focused on presenting our numbers 
correctly by trying to use the correct number formation. We have enjoyed becoming more 
confident with our number knowledge! 

 

 



 

History: 

Within our History lessons we have been learning about significant people in natural history; 
we focused on learning about David Attenborough and Mary Anning.   

We explored who these individuals are and what significant events they have been a part of 
throughout history.  

When learning about Mary Anning we explored fossils and how they are made, the 
significance of the whole ichthyosaurus fossil that she found and how this changed the 
understanding of natural history. We learnt some new vocabulary based on palaeontology and 
tested our skills of making and uncovering fossils using play dough.  

We really enjoyed learning about the fascinating and enriching life of Sir David 
Attenborough. We explored the wonderful adventures he has taken and the adventures that 
he has taken his audiences on as well through his documentaries. We discussed the 
important messages that David Attenborough as shared for the protection and preservation 
of planet Earth.   

PSHE: 

We were very lucky to have a special visitor to come into school and teach us all about road 
safety and keeping ourselves safe when walking near the roads. We now know what to look 
out for to keep ourselves and friends and family safe!    

We commenced our PSHE learning this half term by reflecting on how we can promote a 
positive wellbeing for ourselves and those around us. We thought about the 5 ways to 
wellbeing—give, connect, take notice, active and learn—and how we can apply them during 
daily life. 

 

 



 Art 

During Art this half term we explored the wonderful work of Henri Rousseau. We explored 
some of the key features within his artwork; specifically ‘Surprise Tiger in a Storm’. We 
learnt about inspirations for artwork and discussed what themes inspired Henri Rousseau’s 
art and discovered that nature was at the heart of most of his artwork. We developed our 
visual language by observing art and stating what we could see and developed these skills by 
learning about contrasting colours. 

We went out into the natural world to collect some natural materials to create a collage 
piece of artwork inspired by jungle animals; we used a range of leaves and twigs. 

We experimented with a range of techniques to create different effects and presentations 
within our artwork. We used our fingers and hands to create trees and leaves for a jungle 
background.  

 

 

RE 

During our RE learning this half term we have been learning all about how Jesus showed 
friendship during his time on Earth. We have explored varying bible stories in detail to 
identify times whereby Jesus showed friendship; we discussed that some of these occasions 
could have been more difficult than others to show kindness but that Jesus still did. We 
explored how important it is to nurture friendships that we have and discussed how God 
wants Christians to show friendship.  

 



Some fun we had during Spring 1... 

We made some 
dinosaur nests 
in our 
construction 
area. 

We celebrated Chinese New Year 
and made some Tiger masks for 
the Year of the Tiger. 

We 
celebrated 
number day 
and did some 
fun maths 
activities! 


